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Tay Kay Chin, a Singapore-based photographer, spent more than a decade in newspapers in
Singapore and USA and held positions from photographer to presentation editor. A photojournalism
graduate of the University of Missouri-Columbia, he has exhibited widely and his photographs are
collected by Singapore’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the European House of Photography in Paris and
private collectors. A vocal advocate of photography in Singapore, he co-founded Southeast Asia’s first
photography workshop, Shooting Home; coordinated the exchange program for Sunderland-based
International Photography Research Network; and curated Out of Focus, a series of exhibitions for
Month of Photography Singapore 2006. His other curatorial experience includes being picture editor
for the Singapore History Museum SARS exhibition, as well as being director of photography for
Mercy Relief’s Glimpses of Light exhibitions. He also wrote the introduction essay for Henri Cartier-
Bresson’s Early Works exhibition, which was shown in Singapore in June 2006. From 2003-2008, as
a member of the Resource Panel for Photography for Singapore’s National Arts Council, he sat on
several selection committees for the Cultural Medallion and Young Artist awards, the highest arts
accolades in Singapore. In 2003, Hasselblad named him one of 12 Hasselblad Masters of the world,
in recognition of his Panoramic Singapore series; and that was followed by professional partnerships
with Epson and Olympus. His editorial works have appeared in The Washington Post, The Wall
Street Journal, Saveur Magazine, Time Asia, Newsweek, Hasselblad Forum, Searay Living, Meridian
Lines, Brutus, The New York Times, Asahi Weekly, Asian Geographic, Skylines, Silverkris, and Asia
Business. He has also done corporate works for Shell UK, Singapore Technologies, National Heritage
Board Singapore, GlaxoSmithKline, Lez Amis Group, Singapore Petroleum Company, DBS, United
Overseas Bank, MTV Asia, Singapore Tourism Board, WingTai, Land Transport Authority of
Singapore, Singapore Youth Flying Club, Biopolis Singapore, Urban Renewal Authority of Singapore,
Port of Singapore Authority, Nike, Erco and Goodrich. In 2007, Becoming Capa, a short story he
wrote in university was adapted and released as a full-length feature film, Becoming Royston; and in
2008, a photographic novella based on that short story was published. He is currently working on
several personal photography projects, writing a regular blog, and at the same time taking on selected
commercial commissions.
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CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

1987 JOINED SINGAPORE'S LIANHE WANBAO AS
PHOTOGRAPHER

1989 ENROLLED AS UNDERGRADUATE AT
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-COLUMBIA

1990 AWARDED THE KODAK PROFESSIONAL
PHOTOGRAPHY SCHOLARSHIP

1991 PHOTOGRAPHY INTERN AT HARTFORD
COURANT

1991 FIRST SINGAPOREAN TO PARTICIPATE IN
MISSOURI PHOTO WORKSHOP

1991 AWARDED FUJI SCHOLARSHIP

1992 AWARDED L0S ANGELES TIMES
SCHOLARSHIP

1992 GRADUATED WITH DEGREE IN
PHOTOJOURNALISM AT MISSOURI-COLUMBIA

1993 JOINED THE STRAITS TIMES AS
PHOTOGRAPHER

1996 PROMOTED TO DEPUTY PICTURE EDITOR

1996 TAUGHT HIMSELF WEB DESIGN AND BUILT
ONE OF THE FIRST ONLINE PHOTOGRAPHY
GALLERIES IN THE WORLD FOR THE STRAITS
TIMES PHOTOGRAPHERS

1996 JOINED THE STRAITS TIMES
INTERACTIVE AS A DESIGNER

1998 RETURNED TO THE STRAITS TIMES
PicTuRE DESK AS DEPuTY PICTURE EDITOR

1999 PROMOTED AS HEAD OF THE PICTURE
DESK, THE FIRST PHOTOGRAPHER TO HAVE
RISEN FROM THE RANK TO THE TOP POST

1999 RESIGNED FROM THE STRAITS TIMES BUT
REMAINED AS A WEB CONSULTANT TO SPEARHEAD
REDESIGN

2000 FoOUNDED THE NIKON MEDIA
PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR AWARD

2001 STARTED WORKING ON PANORAMIC
SINGAPORE
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2001 JOINED THE SUN IN BREMERTON,
WASHINGTON AS PRESENTATION EDITOR

2001 PANORAMIC SINGAPORE PUBLISHED IN
ASIAN GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE

2001 RESIGNED FROM THE SUN AND RETURNED
TO SINGAPORE

2001 SepT 11 COVER FOR THE SUN SELECTED
AS ONE OF 10 BEST DESIGNS BY POYNTER
INSTITUTE

2001 PANORAMIC SINGAPORE EXHIBITED AS
PART OF NEW MESSENGER EXHIBITION, GALLERY
HOTEL, SINGAPORE

2002 MASTER SPEAKER & EXHIBITOR, MONTH
OF PHOTOGRAPHY, SINGAPORE

2002 & 2004 EXHIBITOR, CHOBI MELA
PHOTOGRAPHY FESTIVAL, DHAKA, BANGLADESH

2002 PHOTOGRAPHER, A DIFFERENT SUN,
CHARITY BOOK PROJECT BENEFITTING CHILDREN
CANCER PATIENTS

2002 PHOTOGRAPHER, BRAVE THE HEAT BOOK
PROJECT FOR MTV AsiIA

2003 NAMED HASSELBLAD MASTER, ONE OF 12
IN THE WORLD

2003 CO-FOUNDED SHOOTING HOME WITH
OBJECTIFS

2003 sSOLO EXHIBITIONS - PANORAMIC
SINGAPORE - OBJECTIFS & ESPLANADE TUNNEL,
SINGAPORE

2003 sSOLO EXHIBITION - PANORAMA -
KINOKUNIYA SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

2003 SPEAKER, CLICKART SINGAPORE

2003-2006 MEMBER, CULTURAL MEDALLION &
YOUNG ARTIST AWARD PANEL, NATIONAL ARTS
CoUNCIL SINGAPORE

2004 PICTURE EDITOR, 38 DEGREE,
REMEMBERING SARS EXHIBITION, SINGAPORE
HIsSTORY MUSEUM
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2004 COLUMNIST, GRAIN MAGAZINE

2004 OLympus VISIONARY

2004-2006 EPsoN STYLUS PRO

2005 DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY & CURATOR,
GLIMPSES OF LIGHT EXHIBITIONS ON TSUNAMI

2005 INVITED CONTRIBUTOR, WORLD PRESS
PHOTO 50TH ANNIVERSARY BOOK - THINGS AS
THEY ARE

2005 COMPLETED PERSONAL PROJECT -
NATIONAL DAY BABIES - 40 PEOPLE BORN ON
AuGcusT 9

2005 PHOTOGRAPHER, THE JOURNEY,
SINGAPORE’S LAND TRANSPORT STORY

2005 INVITED PHOTOGRAPHER, VISION
BEIJING

2005-2006 INSTRUCTOR, DEskToOP
PUBLISHING, NANYANG TECHNOLOGICAL
UNIVERSITY

2006 COORDINATOR, INTERNATIONAL
PHOTOGRAPHY RESEARCH NETWORK SINGAPORE-UK
RESIDENCY

2006 SOLO EXHIBITION - UNPHOTOGRAPHABLE
- ESPLANADE TUNNEL, SINGAPORE

2006 co-FOUNDED KAY NGEE TAN ARCHITECTS
GALLERY WITH ARCHITECT TAN KAY NGEE

2006 PUBLISHED PANORAMIC SINGAPORE

2006 CURATOR, OuT oF Focus, MONTH OF
PHOTOGRAPHY, SINGAPORE

2007 SHORT STORY, BECOMING CAPA, TURNED
INTO A FEATURE FILM, BECOMING ROYSTON

2007 PHOTOGRAPHER, SINGAPORE
TECHNOLOGIES ENGINEERING L4OTH ANNIVERSARY
BOOK
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2007 PHOTOGRAPHER, URBAN REDEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY ANNUAL REPORT

2008 PHOTOGRAPHER, DBS 40/40 CORPORATE
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY PROJECT

2008 PHOTOGRAPHER, SINGAPORE PETROLEUM
COMPANY ANNUAL REPORT

2008 PHOTOGRAPHER, NIKE HUMAN RACE BOOK
PROJECT, SINGAPORE LEG

2008 EXHIBITOR, PHOTOARTASIA MAGAZINE
LAUNCH, BANGKOK, THAILAND

2008- FEATURED BLOGGER, MYSINGAPORE.SG
2008 PUBLISHED BEcOMING CAPA

2009 FEATURED ARTIST, COLOR MAESTROS,
PART OF A TELEVISION DOCUMENTARY SERIES
ON SINGAPOREAN ARTISTS, AIRED ON
SINGAPORE’S CHANNEL U ApPrRIL’09

2009 PHOTOGRAPHER, WRITER, DESIGNER,
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE NIcE KINDS, A
COMMISSION FROM NATIONAL HERITAGE BOARD
OF SINGAPORE TO PRODUCE A SERIES OF
CAMPAIGN POSTERS

2009 WRITER & DIRECTOR, IN COLLABORATION
WITH LI1TTLE RED ANTS CREATIVE STUDIO,

A SHORT MULTIMEDIA DOCUMENTARY ON
FATHERHOOD, FOR THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT, YOUTH AND SPORTS

2009 PHOTOGRAPHER, BOOK PROJECT,
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION, COMMUNICATIONS
AND THE ARTS

2009- INSTRUCTOR, PHOTOJOURNALISM,
NANYANG TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY

2009-2011 PHOTOGRAPHER, 50TH ANNIVERSARY
BOOK PROJECT, NATIONAL TRADES UNION
CONGRESS



